Student Housing Move-In Prep Guide
This guide walks you step-by-step through the essentials: setting up utilities, redirecting mail, documenting move-in condition, meeting your landlord, and handling those crucial first-day details.
Utilities Setup
Research local providers: electricity, gas, internet, cable
Schedule service activation (2+ weeks in advance)
Confirm appointments and coordinate with housemates
Budget for deposits or connection fees
Ask about student discounts or payment plans
Set up autopay or calendar reminders
Transferring Your Mail
Submit a USPS Change of Address (online or at the post office)
Update your address with banks, insurance, subscriptions
Update campus portals and emergency contacts
Notify family, your college, and organizations
Documenting Move-In Condition
Take high-res photos/videos of walls, floors, appliances, fixtures
Timestamp or label photos by room and date
Email copies to yourself, housemates, and landlord
Back up files digitally and physically
Use the UniBid Condition Checklist to support your records
Meeting Your Landlord
Schedule a move-in walkthrough
Confirm location of fuse box, water shutoff, etc.
Ask about maintenance process and emergency contacts
Collect all keys, gate codes, fobs, parking permits
Get written confirmation of any promised repairs
First-Day Essentials
Unpack your essentials box (see UniBid Essentials Checklist)
Test water, heat, A/C, appliances, and internet
Locate fire extinguisher, circuit breaker, and shut-offs
Wipe kitchen, bathroom, and high-traffic areas
Say hello to your neighbors (if comfortable)
At-a-Glance Move-In Checklist
Utility accounts set up
Mail forwarding confirmed
Move-in photos taken and emailed
Walkthrough with landlord completed
Keys/fobs collected
Essentials box unpacked
Appliances/utilities tested
First-day clean-up done
Extra Tips & Resources
Secure renters insurance before day one
Duplicate keys and store one with a trusted friend
Locate nearest grocery, pharmacy, shuttle stops, takeout
Bookmark local housing groups or student community boards
