Apartment Move-In Essentials Checklist
Use this checklist to make sure you’ve got everything you need to settle into your new student rental. Focus on what you’ll actually use, and coordinate with roommates to avoid duplicates. Some items may be provided by your landlord, so be sure to check in with them ahead of time.
Documents and Administrative
Lease agreement
Renter’s insurance policy
Photo ID (driver’s license or passport)
Proof of enrollment (student ID or acceptance letter)
Utility setup confirmations (electricity, water, internet)
Emergency contact list
Furniture and Furnishings
Bed frame and mattress
Desk and chair
Couch or seating
Dining table and chairs
Bookshelf or storage units
Curtains or blinds
Kitchen Supplies
Pots and pans set
Dishware (plates, bowls, mugs)
Cutlery (forks, knives, spoons)
Glasses and cups
Utensils (spatula, ladle, tongs)
Cutting board and knives
Food storage containers
Dish soap and scrubbers
Paper towels and holder
Trash can and trash bags
Linens and Bath
Sheets and pillowcases
Duvet or comforter
Towels (bath and hand)
Shower curtain and rings
Bathmat
Laundry basket or hamper
Laundry detergent
Cleaning and Maintenance
Vacuum or broom and dustpan
Multi-surface cleaner
Sponges and cleaning cloths
Basic toolkit (screwdriver, hammer, wrench)
Light bulbs and batteries
Safety and Emergency
First aid kit
Flashlight and batteries
Smoke and carbon monoxide detectors
Fire extinguisher
Emergency cash stash
Important phone numbers posted
Technology and Electronics
Laptop or desktop computer
Phone and charger
Surge protector/power strip
Wi-Fi router & extenders (if not provided)
Extension cords
Headphones or speakers
Miscellaneous and Personal
Decorations (posters, plants)
Rugs and throw pillows
Alarm clock
Stationery and desk supplies
Toiletries and personal care items
Snacks and pantry basics
